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March 15, 2022 
 
 
Ms. Monica Onyszko, Corrective Action Project Manager 
United States Environmental Protection Agency Region V 
Land, Chemicals, and Redevelopment Division 
77 West Jackson Boulevard – Mail Code LR-16J 
Chicago, Illinois  60604 
Email:  onyszko.monica@epa.gov 
 
Thomas Williams, Esq. 
United States Environmental Protection Agency Region V 
Office of Regional Counsel 
77 West Jackson Boulevard 
Chicago, Illinois  60604 
Email:  williams.tom@epa.gov 
 
Re: RCRA Section 3007 Request for Information Dated January 11, 2022 
 Former Wheeling-Pittsburgh Steel Martins Ferry Plant (OHD010448231) 
 
Dear Ms. Onyszko and Mr. Williams: 
 
Attached hereto, please find Mull Group, Inc.’s response to the above referenced request for 
information by USEPA under Section 3007 of the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act 
(RCRA), 42 U.S. Code 6927(a).  This response is also being provided on behalf of 4K Industrial 
Park LLC (4K).  The subject property located at 1001 Main Street, Martins Ferry, Ohio is the site 
of a former Wheeling-Pittsburgh Steel facility.  This property is owned by 4K.  Mull Group, Inc. 
holds no legal interest in the property.   
 
The property was acquired by 4K in 2012 under an order of the United States Bankruptcy Court 
for the District of Delaware in connection with the WP Steel Venture LLC, RG Steel LLC 
bankruptcy, Case No. 12-1161 (KJC).  Pursuant to Section 363 of the Bankruptcy Code and the 
court’s order, the subject property was acquired by 4K free and clear of all interests “of any kind 
or nature whatsoever”.  Given this, 4K is not a successor in interest to Wheeling-Pittsburgh Steel 
or any other entity related to Wheeling-Pittsburgh Steel. 
 
  

William H. Haak 

whh@haaklawllc.com 
Tel: 216.772.3532 



Mull Group, Inc. 
March 15, 2022 
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Please contact me with any questions. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
William H. Haak 
Haak Law LLC 
Cleveland, Ohio 
Attorney for Mull Group, Inc. 
and 4K Industrial Park LLC 
 
 
 
 
cc: Erik Hagen, Ohio EPA, erik.hagen@epa.ohio.gov 
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United States Environmental Protection Agency 
Request for Information Pursuant to RCRA §3007 

 
Mull Group, Inc.’s and 4K Industrial Park LLC’s General Objections 

 
1. Mull Group, Inc. (“Mull Group”) and 4K Industrial Park LLC (4K) object to each and 

every definition, instruction, and request to the extent that it purports to impose 
requirements or calls for production of documents or narrative responses beyond the scope 
of USEPA’s authority under applicable statutes and regulations, including, but not limited 
to, RCRA §3007. 

 
2. Mull Group and 4K object to each and every request to the extent that the information or 

documents sought are unreasonably cumulative, duplicative, not in Mull Group’s or 4K’s 
current possession, custody, or control, or are obtainable from some other source that is 
more convenient, less burdensome or less expensive.  In particular, Mull Group and 4K 
object to these requests insofar as they seek information already in the possession of 
USEPA or accessible from an alternative public source.  Any document produced by Mull 
Group and/or 4K that is already in the public domain shall not be construed by USEPA as a 
waiver of this objection. 

 
3. Mull Group and 4K object to each request to the extent that it seeks information protected 

from disclosure by any privilege or immunity, including the attorney-client privilege, 
common-interest privilege, attorney work product doctrine, the laws relating to 
confidentiality of business records, trade secrets, and other corporate proprietary 
information, or any other privilege, immunity, doctrine, or rule of confidentiality, 
including, but not limited to, any and all Federal and/or State privacy laws.  For purposes of 
responding to these requests, Mull Group and 4K will construe each definition, instruction, 
and request as not seeking information regarding legal advice and/or any other confidential 
communication exchanged between Mull Group and/or 4K and its attorneys (in-house 
and/or outside counsel) and agents thereof.  Furthermore, Mull Group and 4K will construe 
these requests as not seeking legal memoranda, attorneys’ notes, or any other documents or 
communications that have come into existence because of USEPA’s investigation or any 
other legal matter in which a right of privilege might arise.  Altogether, no documents or 
information subject to this objection will be provided by Mull Group and/or 4K. 

 
4. Mull Group and 4K object to these requests to the extent they are vague, ambiguous, 

overbroad, unduly burdensome, oppressive, and unduly time consuming. 
 
5. Mull Group and 4K object to these requests to the extent that they seek to have it exert 

control over persons or entities who are not parties to this matter and over whom Mull 
Group and 4K have no control, or to identify documents or information not in their 
custody, control or possession.  Mull Group and 4K object to each request to the extent that 
it purports to require either entity to obtain information from individuals or entities who 
once were, but no longer are, affiliated with Mull Group or 4K and/or to produce 
information equally available to USEPA from third parties.  Any such request is unduly 
burdensome, overly broad, and vague. 
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6. Mull Group and 4K object to these requests to the extent they do not identify a time period, 

thereby rendering the demand overbroad, unduly burdensome, oppressive, unduly time 
consuming and/or outside the scope of USEPA’s investigative authority. 

 
7. Mull Group and 4K object to these requests to the extent that they do not identify the 

information and documentation to be provided with reasonable particularity.  Mull Group 
and 4K will respond to each request as they understand and interpret them as of the date of 
this response. 

 
8. The responses made herein are provided without conceding that all or any part of the 

requests seek relevant or admissible evidence or information necessary to USEPA’s 
investigation of this matter and are made without waiver of Mull Group’s and/or 4K’s 
rights to contest the relevancy, admissibility or necessity of any of the requests or their 
responses thereto. 

 
9. Mull Group and 4K object to each request which calls for opinions, conclusions of law, 

conjecture, and/or suspicions not required to be supplied to USEPA under its 
statutory/regulatory authority. 

 
10. Mull Group and 4K object to each request to the extent that it seeks information about any 

entity or “person” other than Mull Group or 4K in that neither entity has knowledge or 
information sufficient to form a reliable response to such inquiries. 

 
11. These General Objections apply to each of USEPA’s requests and are incorporated by 

reference into every response set forth below.  By responding to an individual request, Mull 
Group and/or 4K do not waive any general or specific objection, nor does they waive any 
objections as to the competency, vagueness, ambiguity, undue burdensomeness, 
invasiveness, irrelevancy, immateriality and/or inadmissibility of these requests.  Mull 
Group and 4K expressly reserve, but do not limit any reservation to: 

 
 (a) the right to object, on the grounds of competency, irrelevance, immateriality, privilege, 

inadmissibility as evidence for any purpose, or on any other ground, to the use of the 
information provided in response to these requests in any subsequent proceeding involving 
or related to the subject matter of USEPA’s inquiry; and, 

 
 (b) the right to object on any ground to subsequent requests involving or relating to the 

subject matter of USEPA’s inquiry.



 

Page 3 of 11 

 
Mull Group, Inc.’s and 4K Industrial Park LLC’s Responses to USEPA’s Information 

Requests Regarding the Former Wheeling-Pittsburgh Steel Martins Ferry Plant 
 
1. Provide a written description of the corporate structure of Mull Group and its relationships 

to or dealings with 4K Industrial Park LLC (4K), RG Steel LLC, Severstal US Holdings 
LLC, OAO Severstal, Severstal Wheeling, Inc., Esmark Incorporated, Wheeling-Pittsburgh 
Corporation, and Wheeling Pittsburgh Steel Corporation. Provide true, accurate, and 
complete copies of all documents in your possession, custody or control that contain 
information responsive to this request, including but not limited to all articles of 
incorporation, corporate bylaws, records of merger or acquisition, records relating to trade 
name usage, and minutes of corporate meetings. 
 

 Answer: 
 
 Mull Group is wholly-owned by W. Quay Mull II.  4K is “affiliated” with Mull Group only 

in that Mr. Mull owns 50% of 4K along with Joseph N. Gompers (who also owns 50%).  In 
addition, Mull Group provides management services to 4K for a fee.  There is no other 
relationship between the entities.  Mull Group has no relationship or dealings with RG 
Steel LLC, Severstal US Holdings LLC, OAO Severstal, Severstal Wheeling, Inc., Esmark 
Incorporated, Wheeling-Pittsburgh Corporation or Wheeling Pittsburgh Steel Corporation.  
Mull Group has never had a relationship or affiliation with any of these entities.  See below 
for a discussion of 4K’s purchase of the subject property out of bankruptcy. 

 
 After a reasonable and diligent search of all available records, Mull Group was unable to 

identify any of the corporate documents requested – with the exception of articles of 
incorporation and corporate bylaws for WQM Industries, Inc., and an amendment to the 
articles of incorporation for WQM Industries, Inc. changing the entity’s name to “Mull 
Group”, Inc.  True, accurate, and complete copies of these documents are attached hereto 
as Appendix A. 

 
2. Provide a written description of the ownership or operational history of the Facility or any 

portion of the Facility, including but not limited to the approximate dates of Mull Group’s 
ownership of any portion of the Facility and the date(s) on which Mull Group acquired or 
began operating on any portion of the Facility. 
 

 Answer: 
 
 As noted in Mull Group’s cover letter to this response, the property located at 1001 Main 

Street, Martins Ferry, Ohio is the site of a former Wheeling-Pittsburgh Steel facility.  Mull 
Group has no ownership interest in the property.  The property was acquired by 4K (fka 
“Aldiny, LLC”) on September 19, 2012 under an order of the United States Bankruptcy 
Court for the District of Delaware in connection with the WP Steel Venture LLC, RG Steel 
LLC bankruptcy, Case No. 12-1161 (KJC).  Pursuant to Section 363 of the Bankruptcy 
Code and the court’s order, the subject property was acquired by 4K free and clear of all 
interests “of any kind or nature whatsoever”.  Given this, 4K is not a successor in interest 
to Wheeling-Pittsburgh Steel or any related entity.   



 

Page 4 of 11 

 4K’s operations have been primarily limited to commercial leasing.  4K operated a water 
treatment facility (acquired with the Facility in 2012) to treat “brine” as that term is 
defined in Ohio Rev. Code 1509.01 under an authorization issued by the Ohio Department 
of Natural Resources.  The water treatment facility operated from 2016 through 2018.  The 
water treatment facility is maintained in operational condition, and could be restarted to 
treat brine if market conditions warranted.  The Ohio Department of Natural Resources 
also authorized 4K to withdraw water from the Ohio River pursuant to Registration 
Number 02611.  Water was withdrawn pursuant to this authorization at times during 2018. 

 
3. Describe the nature of Mull Group’s business at the Facility, and provide the date(s) when 

each operation and/or manufacturing process began at the Facility. 
 
 Answer: 
 
 Mull Group conducts no business at the Facility.  4K engages primarily in commercial real 

estate activities at the Facility.  Since October 27, 2014, 4K has leased space at the Facility 
to Austin Master Services LLC (Austin Master).  Since October 27, 2014, Austin Master 
has occupied space in Building 255 and Building 256, and has simultaneously leased a 
parking lot and 7.3 acres of unimproved land at the Facility.  For a discussion of 4K’s 
other business activities, please see the responses to requests 2 and 4. 

 
4. Provide the following information about Mull Group’s business at the Facility: 
 

a. Provide a complete description of the raw materials and the operations and/or 
manufacturing processes utilized by your company at the Facility, and the products 
of your operations and/or manufacturing process; provide the dates during which 
such raw materials and processes were utilized at the Facility, and the dates during 
which such products were manufactured at the Facility. 

b. If the nature of your business or manufacturing process has changed significantly 
since you acquired all or part of the Facility, please describe the nature of your prior 
business, and provide the date(s) on which changes to the business or 
manufacturing processes occurred.  

c. Describe in detail the nature of your current and past activities or business at the 
Facility with respect to processing, storing, treating, disposing, or otherwise 
handling wastes and materials at the Facility; provide the date(s) on which changes 
to such waste-handling activities changed at the Facility.  

d. Provide true, accurate and complete copies of all chemical inventories and waste 
manifests in your possession, custody or control relating to your activities at the 
Facility, including historical information.  

 
 Answer: 
 

a. Mull Group conducts no business at the property.  4K’s operations at the facility 
are primarily focused on commercial leasing.  4K also operated a water treatment 
facility under an authorization issued by the Ohio Department of Natural 
Resources.  The Ohio Department of Natural Resources authorized 4K to withdraw 
water from the Ohio River pursuant to Registration Number 02611.  Copies of both 
Ohio Department of Natural Resources authorizations are attached hereto as 
Appendix B. 
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b. Not applicable. 

 
c. Mull Group has not engaged in any of the activities listed.  In connection with its 

ownership of the Facility, 4K maintained a limited inventory of various raw 
materials.  The materials in question were stored and managed as raw materials.  
No inventory of the materials is available.  Some of these raw materials were used 
by 4K in connection with its operation of the Facility’s water treatment facility.  
Materials remaining in September of 2021 were determined to be waste and 
characterized prior to being properly disposed in October, November, and 
December of 2021.  See response to 4.d, below. 

 
d. Mull Group and 4K are not in possession of any chemical inventories.  In 

December of 2021, 4K generated and disposed of hazardous waste using RCRA ID# 
OHD010448231.  A copy of the manifests for this disposal event are attached 
hereto as Appendix C. 

 
5. Provide true, accurate, and complete copies of all plans, diagrams, maps, and/or process 

flow sheets in your possession, custody or control depicting or describing operational 
processing units (e.g., distillate units, separators, tanks, pits, impoundments, piles and 
wells) as well as all above-ground and below-ground structures at the Facility. Include all 
historic and current aerial photos, and all figures showing current site configuration 
including surrounding land use if available. 

 
 Answer: 
 
 After a reasonable and diligent search of all available records, Mull Group and 4K were 

unable to identify any of the documents requested – with the exception of two (2) aerial 
images.  True, accurate, and complete copies of these images are attached hereto as 
Appendix D. 

 
6. Provide a written description of Mull Group’s past and current waste generation and 

management at the Facility, including but not limited to past and current storage and 
disposal of hazardous waste onsite and transport, storage, and disposal offsite. 

 
 Answer: 
 
 Mull Group has not engaged in any of the activities listed.  In connection with its 

ownership of the Facility, 4K maintained a limited inventory of various raw materials.  The 
materials in question were stored and managed as raw materials.  No inventory of the 
materials is available.  Some of these raw materials were used by 4K in connection with its 
operation of the Facility’s water treatment facility (please see the responses to requests 2 
and 4, above).  Materials remaining in September of 2021 were determined to be waste and 
characterized prior to being properly disposed in October, November, and December of 
2021.  See response to 4.d, above. 
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7. Identify all past and present solid waste management units and/or areas of concern at the 

Facility (e.g., waste piles, landfills, surface impoundments, waste lagoons, waste ponds or 
pits, tanks, container storage areas, etc.). For each such solid waste management unit, 
provide the following information: 

 
a. A map or diagram, if one exists, showing the unit’s boundaries and the location(s) 

of all known solid waste management units, whether currently in operation or not. 
This map should be drawn to scale, if possible, and clearly indicate the location and 
size of all past and present units;  

b. The type of each solid waste management unit, and the dimensions of the unit;  
c. The dates on which the unit was in use;  
d. The purpose of the unit and its past usage (e.g., for storage, disposal, spill 

containment, etc.);  
e. The quantity and types of waste or other materials located in each unit;  
f. The construction materials, composition, volume, size, dates of 

cleaning/maintenance, and condition of each unit; and  
g. If the unit is no longer in use, describe how the unit was closed and what actions 

were taken to prevent or address potential or actual releases of wastes or waste 
constituents from the unit.  

 
 Answer: 
 
 Mull Group and 4K are unaware of any solid waste management units and/or areas of 

concern at the Facility that have originated or otherwise been identified during 4K’s 
ownership of the property beginning on September 19, 2012.  The answers to 7.a through 
7.g, below, are limited in scope to the period since September 19, 2012 when 4K has owned 
the property.  To the extent solid waste management units and/or areas of concern existed 
or originated at the Facility prior to 4K’s ownership, both USEPA and Ohio EPA are 
reasonably believed to already be in possession of all information that is being requested. 

 
a. Not applicable. 
 
b. Not applicable. 

 
c. Not applicable. 

 
d. Not applicable. 
 
e. Not applicable. 
 
f. Not applicable. 
 
e. Not applicable. 

 
g. Not applicable. 
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8. Provide a history of known leaks, spills, and other releases of hazardous wastes or 

hazardous constituents (releases or release) at or from the Facility, and provide true, 
accurate and completed copies of all related documents and reports in your possession, 
custody or control, including but not limited to narrative reports, field notes, sampling 
records, and laboratory analytical data and reports of analysis. 

 
 Answer: 
 
 Mull Group and 4K are unaware of any leaks, spills, or other releases of hazardous wastes 

or hazardous constituents at or from the Facility during 4K’s ownership of the property 
beginning on September 19, 2012.  To the extent any leaks, spills, or other releases of 
hazardous wastes or hazardous constituents occurred at the Facility prior to 4K’s 
ownership of the property, both USEPA and Ohio EPA are reasonably believed to already 
be in possession of all information that is being requested. 

 
9. For each identified release at or from the Facility provide the following information: 
 

a. The date(s) when such release occurred;  
b. A detailed description of how the release occurred (e.g., how the material, 

substance or waste was being stored, delivered, transported or transferred at the 
time of the releases (to or from any tanks, drums, barrels, or recovery units), or how 
the waste was being treated);  

c. The amount of each waste or material spilled, leaked, or released;  
d. The specific location(s) where the release occurred;  
e. A detailed description of all activities undertaken in response to the release or 

threatened release, including the notification of any local, state, or federal 
governmental agencies or offices;  

f. A detailed description of all investigations of the circumstances, nature, extent, or 
location of each release or threatened release,  

g. All records in your possession, custody or control containing information about any 
testing, sampling, or analysis of any soils, groundwater, or surface water, and any 
air testing undertaken; and  

h. A complete list of all persons with information relating to the release, including 
each such person’s address, telephone number, email address, and any other contact 
information.  

 
 Answer: 
 

a. Not applicable. 
 
b. Not applicable. 

 
c. Not applicable. 

 
d. Not applicable. 
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e. Not applicable. 
 
f. Not applicable. 
 
g. Not applicable. 

 
h. Not applicable. 

 
10. Describe any and all excavation and removal of contaminated soil from the Facility. For 

each excavation or removal, provide the following information: 
 

a. The amount of soil excavated, including the lateral and vertical extent of 
excavation;  

b. The location of excavation;  
c. The manner and place of disposal and/or storage of excavated soil;  
d. The dates of soil excavation;  
e. The identity of all persons involved in the excavation or removal of the soil;  
f. The reason(s) for the soil excavation;  
g. Whether the excavated or removed soil contained hazardous wastes or constituents, 

and an explanation of why the soil contained such substances;  
h. All analyses or tests and results of analyses of the soil that was removed from the 

Facility;  
i. The disposal location or destination of the contaminated soil; and  
j. All persons, including contractors, with information about (a) through (i) of this 

request.  
 
 Answer: 
 

a. Not applicable. 
 
b. Not applicable. 

 
c. Not applicable. 

 
d. Not applicable. 
 
e. Not applicable. 
 
f. Not applicable. 
 
g. Not applicable. 

 
h. Not applicable. 
 
i. Not applicable. 

 
j. Not applicable. 
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11. Provide a list of all local, state, and federal environmental permits ever applied for or 

granted for the Facility or any part thereof (e.g., RCRA permits, NPDES permits, etc.). 
 
 Answer: 
 
 The answer to request 11 is limited in scope to the period since September 19, 2012 when 

4K has owned the property.  A Title V air pollution permit (#P0089035) was issued to 
Wheeling-Pittsburgh Steel Corporation – Martins Ferry (Facility ID:  06-07-09-0013) on 
January 30, 2002.  Following its acquisition of the property, 4K submitted Title V 
certifications clearly indicating that the Facility was idle and not operating during the 
applicable reporting period. 

 
 On May 9, 2014, 4K was issued NPDES Permit OH0011339.  Wastewater was never 

discharged by 4K under this permit.  The water treatment plant authorized to discharge 
under NPDES Permit OH0011339 was later converted to treat brine (see response to 4.a, 
above).  No discharge resulted from 4K’s treatment of brine.  See also the Ohio 
Department of Natural Resources authorizations referenced elsewhere in this response 
(although Mull Group and 4K believe that these authorizations do not constitute 
“environmental” permits in the State of Ohio’s regulatory scheme). 

 
 On December 10, 2018, 4K was granted a stormwater No Exposure Certification (NEC) 

for exclusion from industrial NPDES stormwater permitting.  The NEC was granted by 
Ohio EPA.  A copy of the NEC for Ohio EPA Facility Permit Number 0GRN00248*FG is 
attached hereto as Appendix E. 

 
12. Provide true, accurate, and complete copies of all permits issued and permit applications 

submitted for the Facility. 
 
 Answer: 
 
 The answers to request 12 are limited in scope to the period since September 19, 2012 

when 4K has owned the property.  The answers to request 12 are also limited in scope so 
as not to repeat responses already given hereinabove to preceding requests.  To the extent 
permit applications were submitted and/or permits were issued for the Facility prior to 
September 19, 2012, both USEPA and Ohio EPA are reasonably believed to be in 
possession of all such documents being requested.  Subject to the foregoing limitations, 
after a reasonable and diligent search of all available records, Mull Group and 4K were 
unable to identify any of documents the requested 
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13. Provide in their entirety true, accurate, and complete copies of all reports, information, or 

data in your possession, custody or control related to soil, groundwater, surface water, air 
quality, and geology/hydrogeology at and about the Facility. Provide true, accurate, and 
complete copies of all such documents containing such data and information, as well as 
documents containing analysis or interpretation of such data. Include any information 
related to any public or private groundwater wells within a three-mile radius of the Facility, 
and all geologic cross sections and potentiometric groundwater elevation and flow direction 
maps available. 

 
 Answer: 
 
 After a reasonable and diligent search of all available records, Mull Group and 4K were 

able to locate a Phase I assessment dated April 20, 2010 prepared for Severstal Wheeling, 
Inc. and various groundwater testing logs (and associated materials) from 2015.  The 
groundwater logs were previously provided to Ohio EPA.  The referenced Phase I and 
groundwater testing logs are attached hereto as Appendix F. 

 
 
14. Provide true, accurate, and complete copies of all documents in your possession, custody or 

control concerning any hazardous waste inspections, evaluations, safety audits, or site- 
visits at the Facility, and any other documents associated with the conditions, practices, 
and/or procedures at the Facility, including but not limited to all narrative reports, field 
notes, checklists, sampling records, laboratory analytical reports and data, and 
correspondence (e-mails, letters, text messages, etc.) relating to any such inspections, 
evaluations, safety audits, or site visits. 

 
 Answer: 
 
 After a reasonable and diligent search of all available records, Mull Group and 4K were 

unable to locate any documents that would be responsive to this request. 
 
15. Describe all plans or pending plans to investigate the soil, water (ground or surface), 

geology, hydrology, or air quality on or about the Facility. For each plan identify: 
 

a. The nature and scope of these investigations;  
b. The contractors or other persons that will undertake these investigations;  
c. The purpose of the investigations;  
d. The dates when such investigations will take place and be completed; and  
e. The locations where on or about the facility the investigations will take place.  

 
 Answer: 
 

a. Not applicable. 
 
b. Not applicable. 

 
c. Not applicable. 





 

 

 
 
 

Appendix A 
 

Corporate Documents 

  



























































 

 

 
 
 

Appendix B 
 

Ohio Department of Natural Resources Authorizations 
  

















 

 

 
 
 

Appendix C 
 

December 2021 Hazardous Waste Manifests 
  



























 

 

 
 
 

Appendix D 
 

Aerial Images 
  







 

 

 
 
 

Appendix E 
 

Stormwater No Exposure Certification 
  





 

 

 
 
 

Appendix F 
 

Phase I Assessment and Groundwater Logs 
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